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Good governance of public resources has a far reaching impact on development 
outcomes. Over time it has become clear that capitalism has excluded a larger part 
of society, leading to worsening development indicators. Cognisant of the limited 
participation of rural communities in development, Uganda introduced a 
decentralisation policy in 1992 in a bid to involve more  communities in the 
development process. The policy transferred powers, responsibilities and resources 
to local governments. By devolving powers to district leaders, it was envisioned that 
the decentralisation policy would improve service delivery and political 
accountability.  

This book analyses the nexus between public expenditure, governance and development outcomes 
in Uganda. It presents several case studies in four sectors; agriculture, health, education and roads to 
demonstrate the interaction of various actors in the management of public expenditure within a political 
economy conceptual framework.  Based on these, the book contends  that a mere allocation of public 
resources without the appropriate functioning of institutions may limit the achievement of the desired 
development outcomes. 
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