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1. INTRODUCTION

th�s	 �s	 a	 synthes�s	 report	 of	 the	
proceed�ngs	 of	 the	 east	 Afr�ca	
Conference	 on	 Intellectual	
property	r�ghts	and	Development	
wh�ch	took	place	�n	J�nja-Uganda	
from	 the	 28th	 -29th	 June	 2006.	
the	Conference	brought	together	
senior level officials from the 
national IPR offices, research 
and	 academ�c	 �nst�tut�ons,	
nat�onal	plann�ng	and	�nvestment	
author�t�es	 and	 pract�c�ng	 Ipr	
lawyers.	the	overarch�ng	object�ve	
of	the	Conference	was	to	prov�de	
a	 platform	 for	 stakeholders	 to	
engage	 �n	 a	 mutual	 d�alogue	 on	
the	 role	 of	 �ntellectual	 property	
r�ghts	 �n	 st�mulat�ng	 sc�ence	 and	
technology	�nnovat�on,	technology	
development	 and	 technology	
transfer	 w�th�n	 the	 east	 Afr�can	
Commun�ty	(eAC).	the	Conference	
also	 prov�ded	 a	 rare	 opportun�ty	
for	 Ipr	 pract�t�oners	 from	 the	
three	 eAC	 States	 to	 engage	 �n	
a	 d�alogue	 on	 pract�cal	 steps	
necessary	for	operat�onal�z�ng	the	
relevant	 prov�s�ons	 of	 the	treaty	
establ�sh�ng	the	eAC.

the	Conference	was	co-	convened	
by	 Advocates	 Coal�t�on	 for	
Development	 and	 env�ronment	
(ACODe)	 �n	 partnersh�p	 w�th	 the	
governments	of	Uganda,	Kenya	and	
the	 Un�ted	 republ�c	 of	 tanzan�a	
represented	 by	 the�r	 respect�ve	
Ipr	 management	 �nst�tut�ons.	
fund�ng	 for	 the	 Conference	 and	

future	 follow	 up	 act�v�t�es	 �s	
prov�ded	under	a	grant	to	ACODe	
from	the	rockefeller	foundat�on.

2. bACkGROUND AND   
RATIONALE

S�nce	 the	 t�me	 of	 the	 �ndustr�al	
revolut�on,	 the	 growth	 of	
econom�es	 around	 the	 world	
has	 been	 dr�ven	 by	 cont�nual	
technolog�cal	 �nnovat�on	 largely	
through the pursuit of scientific 
understand�ng	 and	 appl�cat�on	
of	 cutt�ng-edge	 eng�neer�ng	
solut�ons.	 Over	 the	 last	 decade,	
scientific and technological 
break-throughs	 have	 helped	 	 to	
address	 press�ng	 global	 publ�c	
pol�cy	problems	�n	a	w�de	range	of	
cr�t�cal	areas	such	as	agr�culture,	
�ndustry,	 health,	 �nformat�on	
and	 commun�cat�on.	 Indeed,	 �n	
the	 agr�culture	 sector	 wh�ch	 �s	
a	 dom�nant	 econom�c	 act�v�ty	 �n	
the	 three	east	Afr�can	countr�es,	
scientific and technological 
advances	 have	 contr�buted	
to	 address�ng	 problems	 of	
agr�cultural	 d�seases	 control,	
enhanc�ng	drought	res�stance	and	
creat�ng	products	w�th	enhanced	
nutr�t�onal	value.

Central	 to	 the	 debate	 on	
sc�ence	and	 technology,	 capac�ty	
has	 always	 been	 the	 �ssue	 of	
�ntellectual	 property	 r�ghts	
protect�on.	 In	 the	 recent	 publ�c	
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pol�cy	d�scourse,	there	are	those	
who	argue	that	for	develop�ng	and	
least	developed	countr�es	such	as	
those	 of	 east	 Afr�ca,	 they	 need	
to	 prov�de	 strong	 Ipr	 protect�on	
reg�mes	as	a	means	of	st�mulat�ng	
technolog�cal	 �nnovat�ons,	
fac�l�tat�ng	 technology	 transfer	
and	 attract�ng	 fore�gn	 D�rect	
Investment	 (fDIs).	 Yet,	 others	
have	 challenged	 th�s	 assert�on	
by	po�nt�ng	out	that	the	ut�l�ty	of	
Ipr	pol�cy,	legal	or	adm�n�strat�ve	
reg�mes	 l�es	 �n	 the�r	 ab�l�ty	 to	
harness	Ipr	as	a	pol�cy	�nstrument	
for	ach�ev�ng	clearly	set	nat�onal	
development	pol�cy	object�ves.

Indeed,	 �n	 sp�te	 of	 the	 many	
years	 of	 Ipr	 	 protect�on	 s�nce	
�ndependence,	 east	 Afr�can	
countr�es	 l�ke	 many	 others	
�n	 Afr�ca,	 w�th	 very	 l�m�ted	
except�ons,	 have	 reg�stered	
m�n�mum	 success	 �n	 harness�ng	
the	 potent�al	 of	 Ipr	 protect�on	
to	 st�mulate	 the	 development	 of	
sc�ence	 and	 technology	 at	 the	
nat�onal	 level.	 however,	 �n	 east	
Afr�ca,	 the	 com�ng	 �nto	 force	 of	
the	 treaty	 establ�sh�ng	 the	 eAC	
has	presented	a	fresh	opportun�ty	
for	 a	 more	 systemat�c	 d�alogue	
on	 the	 necessary	 cond�t�ons	
for	 harness�ng	 the	 power	 of	
Ipr	 protect�on	 to	 ach�eve	 the	
object�ves	of	nat�onal	sc�ence	and	
technology	 capac�ty.	 the	 treaty	
comm�ts	 the	 three	 east	 Afr�can	
countr�es	 to	 undertake	 jo�nt	
act�ons	 to,	 among	 other	 th�ngs,	

create	 a	 conduc�ve	 env�ronment	
for	the	promot�on	of	sc�ence	and	
technology	w�th�n	the	Commun�ty	
and	 to	 harmon�ze	 pol�c�es	 on	
commerc�al�zat�on	of	technolog�es	
and	promot�on	and	protect�on	of	
�ntellectual	property	r�ghts.

At	 the	 moment,	 the	 challenge	
�s	 that	 w�th�n	 the	 eAC,	 there	 �s	
l�m�ted	 d�alogue	 tak�ng	 place	 on	
these	�ssues	and	the	structures	of	
the	 Commun�ty	 do	 not	 seem	 to	
prov�de	the	necessary	framework	
for	 such	 a	 structured	 d�alogue.	
for	 example,	 wh�le	 major	 pol�cy	
dec�s�ons	 w�th�n	 the	 Commun�ty	
are	 made	 at	 m�n�ster�al	 level,	
there	 are	 fewer	 opportun�t�es	
for	 the	 relevant	 m�n�str�es	 to	
meet	 on	 �ssues	 of	 Ipr.	 th�s	 �s	
ma�nly	 because	 the	 nat�onal	
Ipr	 �nst�tut�ons	 and	 sc�ence	 and	
technology	 �ssues	w�th�n	the	eAC	
member	States	are	handled	by	a	
var�ety	of	m�n�str�es	rang�ng	from	
science and technology to finance 
and	plann�ng,	educat�on	and	trade	
among	 others.	 Indeed,	 th�s	 �s	
why	regular	d�alogues	among	the	
var�ous	 sectors	 are	 essent�al	 �n	
creat�ng	the	necessary	momentum	
for	 creat�ng	 an	 appropr�ate	
�nst�tut�onal	 framework	 for	
br�ng�ng	together	all	the	relevant	
agenc�es	 �n	 the	 context	 of	 the	
eAC.

It	�s	�n	th�s	context	that	the	east	
Afr�ca	Conference	on	Intellectual	
property	r�ghts	and	Development	



THE EAST AFRICA CONFERENCE ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS AND DEVELOPMENT

3

was	organ�zed	to	prov�de	a	platform	
for	 d�alogue	 on	 harness�ng	 the	
power	 of	 �ntellectual	 property	
r�ghts	 �n	 promot�ng	 sc�ence	 and	
technolog�cal	 �nnovat�on	 �n	 the	
reg�on.

3. wORkSHOP ObJECTIVES

the	 overarch�ng	 object�ve	 of	
the	 east	 Afr�ca	 Conference	 on	
Intellectual	 property	 r�ghts	 and	
Development	 was	 to	 prov�de	
a	 forum	 for	 a	 broad	 range	
of	 stakeholders	 to	 engage	 �n	
d�alogue	 on	 how	 to	 best	 tap	 the	
potent�al	of	�ntellectual	property	
r�ghts	 �n	 the	 development	
process.	 the	 Conference	 	 	 was			
des�gned	 to	 	 prov�de	 a	 forum	
for	 sc�ent�sts,	 managers	 of	
nat�onal	 Ipr	 �nst�tut�ons	 and	
legal	pract�t�oners	to	engage	�n	a	
d�alogue	on	how	to	best	use	Ipr	as	
a	 pol�cy	 �nstrument	 to	 st�mulate	
�nnovat�on,	accelerate	technology	
transfer	 and	 appl�cat�on	 of	
technology	 solut�ons	 to	 address	
press�ng	problems	�n	cr�t�cal	areas	
of	 agr�culture,	 pharmaceut�cals	
and	�ndustry.	

the	Conference	had	the	follow�ng	
specific objectives:

	Ident�fy	 strateg�c	 pol�cy	
and	 adm�n�strat�ve	 opt�ons	
for	 �ncreas�ng	 the	 role	 of	
IPR offices in stimulating 
�nnovat�on	and	accelerat�ng	
technology	transfer	 �n	east	
Afr�ca;

	Ident�fy	 strateg�es	 for	
cooperat�on	 between	 Ipr	
Offices and the National 
Counc�ls	 for	 Sc�ence	 and	
technology	 and	 agree	 on	
systemat�c	 jo�nt	 act�ons	 to	
promote	 the	 use	 of	 Ipr	 as	
a	pol�cy	tool	for	st�mulat�ng	
�nnovat�on	 and	 technology	
transfer;

	establ�sh	 a	 forum	 for	
dialogue among IPR offices 
and	 Nat�onal	 Counc�ls	 for	
Sc�ence	 and	 technology	 �n	
the	 context	 of	 the	 treaty	
establ�sh�ng	the	eAC.

W�th�n	 the	 context	 of	 these	
object�ves,	 the	 east	 Afr�ca	
Conference	 on	 Ipr	 and	
Development	sought	to	place	Ipr	
and	nat�onal	Ipr	�nst�tut�ons	at	the	
centre	of	the	debate	on	structural	
econom�c	 transformat�on	 and	
�ndustr�al�zat�on,	 shape	 the	
debate	 on	 the	 rat�onale	 for	 Ipr	
protect�on,	 accelerate	 the	 pace	
of	�mplementat�on	of	legal,	pol�cy	
and	 �nst�tut�onal	 reforms	 at	 the	
nat�onal	 and	 reg�onal	 level	 and	
mob�l�ze	 the	 eAC	 structure	 to	
prov�de	 the	 pol�t�cal	 platform	
necessary	 to	 promote	 these	
reforms.

4. PARTICIPANTS
the	Conference	brought	together	
senior level officers of national 
IPR offices, National Councils for 
Sc�ence	and	technology	as	well	as	
�nvestment	and	nat�onal	plann�ng	
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agenc�es	from	the	member	States	
of	 the	eAC.	the	Conference	also	
attracted	 academ�c�ans	 and	
selected	 representat�ves	 of	 c�v�l	
soc�ety	organ�zat�ons	act�ve	�n	the	
area	of	sc�ence	and	technology	and	
�ntellectual	 property	 r�ghts.	 the	
full	l�st	of	part�c�pants	�s	annexed	
to	th�s	report	as	Annex	II.

5.	OPENING SESSION
Introductory	 remarks	 were	
del�vered	 by	 godber	tumushabe,	
the	execut�ve	D�rector	of	ACODe.	
The Conference was officially 
opened	 by	 Mr.	 Kyomuhendo	
B�sereko-	 Ag	 reg�strar	 general-
Uganda	 reg�strat�on	 Serv�ces	
Bureau.

In	 h�s	 �ntroductory	 remarks,	
Mr.	 tumushabe	 thanked	 the	
part�c�pants	 for	 honor�ng	 the	
�nv�tat�ons	to	the	Conference	and	
welcomed	 the	 part�c�pants	 from	
Kenya	 and	 tanzan�a	 to	 Uganda.	
he	stressed	the	�mportance	of	the	
meet�ng	and	po�nted	out	that	the	
subject	of	 the	d�alogue	was	 long	
over-due.	 he	 re�terated	ACODe’s	
cont�nued	 role	 �n	 conven�ng	 and	
fac�l�tat�ng	 mult�-stakeholder	
publ�c	 pol�cy	 d�alogues	 on	
�mportant	 development	 �ssues	 �n	
eastern	and	Southern	Afr�ca.

he	observed	that	countr�es	�n	east	
Afr�ca	were	not	mak�ng	�mpress�ve	
str�des	�n	sc�ence	and	technology	
�nnovat�on	 largely	 because	 the	
current	 nat�onal	 systems	 for	

�nnovat�on	 were	 not	 coherently	
l�nked	 to	 �ntellectual	 property	
r�ghts	 and	 development.	 In	
part�cular	and	w�th	the	except�on	
of	 Kenya	 where	 there	 had	 been	
v�s�ble	 reforms	 champ�oned	 by	
the	 Kenya	 Industr�al	 property	
Office, intellectual property 
r�ghts	 reg�mes	 were	 operat�ng	
on	 the	 s�del�ne	 of	 the	 system	
and	 were	 not	 effect�vely	 l�nked	
to	 the	 �nnovat�on	 system.	 Mr.	
tumushabe	 further	 re�terated	
that	although	the	three	countr�es	
had	 comm�tted	 themselves	 to	
cooperate in the field of science 
and	 technology,	 the	 reg�on	 st�ll	
lacked	the	concom�tant	structures	
to	 carry	 forward	 the	 sp�r�t	 of	
the	 cooperat�on.	 In	 part�cular,	
the	 eAC	 structures	 lacked	 a	
clear	 �nst�tut�onal	 set	 up	 where	
dec�s�ons	on	�ntellectual	property	
r�ghts	 protect�on	 and	 promot�on	
could	be	made.	th�s	problem	was	
also	 not	 helped	 by	 the	 fact	 that	
the national IPR offices and the 
nat�onal	counc�ls	 for	sc�ence	and	
technology	 fall	 under	 d�fferent	
m�n�str�es	 rang�ng	 from	 trade	
and	 sc�ence	 and	 technology,	 to	
education, finance and planning 
among	others.

Mr.	 tumushabe	 concluded	 h�s	
remarks	 by	 re�terat�ng	 ACODe’s	
comm�tment	to	fac�l�tate	a	process	
at	the	nat�onal	and	reg�onal	level	
whereby	stakeholders	can	engage	
�n	 a	 mutual	 d�alogue	 and	 ensure	
measurable	 progress	 �n	 th�s	
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area.	 he	 part�cularly	 recogn�zed	
the	 �mmense	 contr�but�on	 of	
the	 rockefeller	 foundat�on	 for	
prov�d�ng	the	grant	that	supported	
the	conven�ng	of	the	workshop.

On	 h�s	 part,	 Mr.	 Kyomuhendo	
B�sereko	 thanked	 ACODe	 for	
�n�t�at�ng	 the	 �dea	 of	 conven�ng	
the	reg�onal	conference	on	Ipr	&	
Development	 and	 �nformed	 the	
part�c�pants	that	the	�n�t�at�ve	was	
fully	 endorsed	 by	 the	 respect�ve	
government	agenc�es	�n	the	three	
east	Afr�can	countr�es.	he	stressed	
the	 �mportance	 of	 �ntellectual	
property	 r�ghts	 �n	 development	
but	regretted	that	governments	�n	
the	reg�on	were	not	accord�ng	the	
subject	the	attent�on	�t	deserves.	
th�s	was	partly	ev�denced	by	the	
under	fund�ng	of	these	�nst�tut�ons;	
the	 slow	 pace	 of	 �nst�tut�onal,	
pol�cy	 and	 legal	 reforms;	 and	
the	fa�lure	to	evolve	an	effect�ve	
�nst�tut�onal	 framework	 for	
reg�onal	consultat�ons	and	dec�s�on	
mak�ng	at	the	eAC	level.

6. SUMMARY OF THE 
PRESENTATIONS
presentat�ons	 were	 made	 by	
John	 Mugabe,	 pat�c�a	 Kamer�-
Mbote,	 godber	 tumushabe,	
B�sereko	 Komuhendo,	 Leon�la	
K�shebuka	 	 and	 Sylvance	 Sange.	
the	follow�ng	sect�on	summar�zes	
the	key	�ssues	that	emerged	from	
the	presentat�ons	and	the	plenary	
d�scuss�ons.

6.1. Operationalizing the 
Concept of National Systems 
of Innovation 

Dr.	John	Mugabe	from	the	Sc�ence	
and	 technology	 forum	 of	 NepAD	
made	 a	 keynote	 presentat�on	 on 
Operat�onal�z�ng	the	Concept	of	
Nat�onal	System	of	Innovat�on	(NSI)	
�n	east	Afr�ca.	the	presentat�on	and	
the	 plenary	 d�scuss�on	 addressed	
a	 number	 of	 �ssues	 that	 prov�de	
a	 framework	 for	 understand�ng	
and	 quest�on�ng	 the	 structure	
of	 the	 system	 for	 �nnovat�on	 at	
the	 nat�onal	 level.	 In	 part�cular,	
Dr.	 Mugabe	 ra�sed	 key	 quest�ons	
that	 are	 central	 to	 the	 debate	
on	 scal�ng	 up	 Ipr	 espec�ally	 �n	
a	 reg�onal	 context.	 Do	 nat�onal	
systems	for	�nnovat�on	ex�st	�n	the	
eAC	 member	 countr�es	 and	 are	
they	structured	to	engage	at	the	
reg�onal	 level?	 Is	 the	 process	 of	
reg�onal�sm,	part�cularly	�n	sc�ence	
and	 technology	 tak�ng	 place?	
Are	 the	 pr�nc�ples	 that	 underp�n	
reg�onal�sm	 apprec�ated?	 	 And	
finally, isn’t there a contradiction 
to	 be	 focus�ng	 on	 develop�ng	
nat�onal	 �nnovat�on	 systems	
wh�le	 at	 the	 same	 t�me	 talk�ng	
reg�onal�sm?

there	was	general	consensus	that	
a	 system	 for	 �nnovat�on	 whether	
at	 the	 nat�onal	 or	 reg�onal	 level	
must	 enta�l	 at	 least	 four	 bas�c	
components	 wh�ch	 must	 �nteract	
as	 a	 systemat�c	 un�t.	 the	 four	
components	are:
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	the	presence	of	actors	w�th	
clearly defined roles;

	Norms	and	rules	that	govern	
and	gu�de	the	system;

	the	ex�stence	of	knowledge	
networks;	and

	Act�v�t�es	 that	 transform	
research	 and	 new	
knowledge	 �nto	 new	 goods	
and				serv�ces.

Dr.	 Mugabe	 emphas�zed	 that	
wh�le	 sc�ence	 and	 technology	
�nnovat�on	could	st�ll	take	place	�n	
the	absence	of	such	an	organ�zed	
system,	 Ipr	 could	 only	 be	 an	
effect�ve	 catalyst	 where	 sc�ence	
and	 �nnovat�on	 was	 tak�ng	 place	
�n	th�s	system�c	framework.	It	was	
further	noted	that	wh�le	elements	
of	a	system	for	�nnovat�on	ex�sted	
at	both	the	nat�onal	and	reg�onal	
level,	 they	 are	 currently	 not	
properly	coord�nated	as	a	system	
operat�ng	 �n	 �ts	 total�ty	 and	 th�s	
s�tuat�on	 partly	 accounts	 for	 low	
levels of scientific innovation and 
technolog�cal	 development	 and	
appl�cat�on.

Dr.	Mugabe	emphas�zed	though	that	
the	focus	of	countr�es	�n	the	reg�on,	
espec�ally	 �n	 l�ght	 of	 the	 rev�val	
of	 the	eAC	and	now	the	pend�ng	
pol�t�cal	 federat�on,	 should	 be	
on	develop�ng	 a	 reg�onal	 System	
of	Innovat�on	(rSI)	as	opposed	to	
NSI.	But	�n	order	for	a	rSI	to	work,	
there	are	key	th�ngs	that	must	be	
apprec�ated.	 f�rst,	 the	 d�fferent	
states	�n	the	reg�on	must	have	the	

ability and flexibility to surrender 
certa�n	dec�s�on	mak�ng	powers	to	
a	reg�onal	arena.	Secondly,	there	

should	be	recogn�t�on	of	d�vers�ty.	
In	 th�s	 regard,	 pol�cy	 emphas�s	
should	be	on	standard	sett�ng	and	
not	necessar�ly	on	harmon�zat�on.	
th�rdly,	there	must	be	knowledge	
networks	 wh�ch	 should	 �nclude	
nat�onal	 and	 trans-nat�onal	
research	 �nst�tut�ons	 and	 publ�c	
and	 pr�vate	 organ�zat�ons	 wh�ch	
must	 however	 be	 l�nked	 and	
properly	 coord�nated.	 Lastly	 the	
rSI	 should	 focus	 on	 produc�ng	
reg�onal	publ�c	goods	as	opposed	
to	nat�onal	publ�c	goods.

6.2 Making IPR Relevant to 
African Countries: Priorities 
for Action and Setting the 
Agenda for Change

th�s	 presentat�on	 was	 made	 by	
godber	tumushabe	who	observed	
that	the	current	d�scourse	on	Ipr	
&	 Development	 at	 the	 nat�onal,	
reg�onal	 and	 �nternat�onal	 level	

box 1: key Principles for Establishing 
an Effective RSI

	recogn�t�on	 and	 apprec�at�on	 of	
d�fferent	 sc�ence	 and	 technolog�cal	
capab�l�t�es	at	the	nat�onal	level;

	the	rSI	should	add	value	and	not	just	
repl�cate	nat�onal	efforts;

	Develop�ng	 reg�onal	 Systems	 of	
Innovat�on	�s	a	process	that	requ�res	
a	 lot	 of	 plann�ng,	 resources	 and	
pat�ence;	and	

	A	rSI	should	emphas�ze	bu�ld�ng	and	
strengthen�ng	of	reg�onal	knowledge	
networks	 as	 the	 p�llars	 of	 the	
�nnovat�on	system.
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does	 not	 create	 the	 necessary	
platform	 for	 effect�ve	 pol�cy	
mak�ng.	 At	 the	 �nternat�onal	
level,	he	po�nted	out	the	fact	of	a	
mult�pl�c�ty	of	fora	for	negot�at�ons	
and	rule-mak�ng	on	Ipr.

In	 regard	 to	 reconceptual�z�ng	
the	 role	 of	 Ipr	 �n	 development,	
tumushabe	stressed	that	grant�ng	
�ntellectual	 property	 r�ght	
protect�on	�s	not	and	should	never	
be	 taken	 as	 an	 end	 �n	 �tself	 but	
rather,	Ipr	should	generally	be	used	
as	one	of	the	pol�cy	�nstruments	for	
promot�ng	 nat�onal	 development	
object�ves.	 In	 th�s	 regard,	 he	
po�nted	 out	 that	 the	 monopoly	
r�ghts	granted	to	a	patent	holder	
must	 be	 balanced	 w�th	 broader	
nat�onal	 development	 object�ves	
and	 soc�etal	 goals,	 wh�ch	 �n	 the	
east	 Afr�can	 context	 �nclude:	
poverty	 erad�cat�on,	 �ncreased	
agr�cultural	 product�on	 and	 food	
secur�ty	 and	 technology	 transfer	
among	others.

he	 emphas�zed	 however,	 that	
Ipr	protect�on	should	be	seen	as	
part	of	a	package	and	not	as	the	
only	 �nstrument	 to	 spur	 sc�ence	
and	 technolog�cal	 �nnovat�on.	 In	
th�s	 regard,	 he	 called	 for	 more	
research	 and	 analys�s	 �nto	 other	
�ssues	 necessary	 for	 st�mulat�ng	
scientific innovation and 
technolog�cal	 development.	 In	
order	to	reconceptual�ze	the	role	
of	Ipr	�n	development,	tumushabe	
argued	 that	 �t	 �s	 �mportant	 to	

understand	 the	 factors	 shap�ng	
Ipr	 legal	 and	 pol�cy	 reform	
processes	 �n	 the	 reg�on	 �nclud�ng	
the	agendas	of	the	var�ous	actors.	
He identified the drivers of the IPR 
legal	and	pol�cy	reform	process	�n	
the	 reg�on	 summar�zed	 �n	 Box	 2	
above.

It	was	po�nted	out	�n	th�s	respect	
that	there	�s	need	to	make	the	Ipr	
pol�cy	and	legal	reform	processes	
country	 owned	 and	 dr�ven	 and	
that	 such	 reforms	 should	 be	
respons�ve	to	nat�onal	and	reg�onal	
development	�mperat�ves.

there	was	also	general	consensus	
among	 the	 part�c�pants	 that	
g�ven	 the	 current	 levels	 of	
�nst�tut�onal	 d�sharmony	 and	
stagnat�on	 of	 �nnovat�on,	 �t	 was	
�mportant	for	any	future	d�alogue	
on	 Ipr	 and	 development	 to	 be	

box 2: Factors Driving IPR Policy and 
Legal Reform Processes in East Africa
	B�lateral	 ass�stance	 programmes	

compell�ng	 countr�es	 to	 engage	 �n	
Ipr	 pol�cy	 and	 legal	 reforms	 per	 se	
w�thout	any	bear�ng	on	how	Ipr	can	
enable	 these	 countr�es	 to	 ach�eve	
the�r	 object�ves	 to	 develop	 nat�onal	
sc�ence	and	technology	capac�ty;

	Obl�gat�ons	 to	 	 �mplement	
�nternat�onal	 comm�tments	 w�thout	
due	regard	to	how	these	comm�tments	
complement	 nat�onal	 development	
object�ves	 to	 ach�eve	 sc�ence	 and	
technology	capac�ty;	and	

	Attract�ng	fore�gn	D�rect	Investments	
w�thout	any	clear	ev�dence	that	th�s	
�s	 poss�ble	 and	 w�thout	 appropr�ate	
legal	 and	 �nst�tut�onal	 mechan�sms	
to	 ensure	 appropr�ate	 technology	
content	�n	fDIs.
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6.3 Changing the Mandates of IPR 
offices from IPR Regulatory 
Agencies to Development 
Agents

th�s	sess�on	was	des�gned	to	tr�gger	
debate	on	the	nature	of	act�ons	and	
strateg�es	requ�red	to	change	the	
mandates	of	�ntellectual	property	
rights offices from regulatory 
agenc�es	to	development	agents.	
the	sess�on	was	also	�ntended	to	
enable	shar�ng	of	exper�ences	and	
success	stor�es	as	far	as	�ntellectual	
property	 r�ghts’	 protect�on,	
�nnovat�on	 and	 technology	
transfer	 at	 the	 nat�onal	 level	 �s	
concerned.	 presentat�ons	 were	
made	 by	 Sylvance	 Sange	 of	 KIpI,	
Leon�lla	K�shebuka	of	BreLLA	and	
Kyomuhendo	B�sereko	of	UrSB.

there	 was	 general	 unan�m�ty	
on	 the	 fact	 that	 t�me	 was	 over	
due	 for	 the	 nat�onal	 �ntellectual	
property rights offices to 
transform	 from	 mere	 regulatory	
agenc�es	 to	 agents	 of	 �ndustr�al	
and	technolog�cal	development	as	
well	as	soc�al-econom�c	progress	�n	
the�r	respect�ve	countr�es.	It	was	
observed	 though	 that	am�dst	 the	
so	 many	 challenges,	 there	 were	
v�s�ble	 s�gns	 of	 transformat�on	
although	 the	 pace	 of	 reform	
was	pa�nfully	 slow.	for	example,	
whereas	 a	 new	 law	 establ�sh�ng	
the	 Uganda	 reg�strat�on	 Serv�ces	
Bureau	was	enacted	by	parl�ament	
�n	 1998,	 the	 transformat�on	 of	
the Registrar General’s Office 

�nto	 the	 Bureau	 was	 st�ll	 be�ng	
hampered by logistical, financial 
and	bureaucrat�c	constra�nts.

It	 was	 further	 observed	 that	
because	 �ntellectual	 property	
rights offices have traditionally 
only	 been	 play�ng	 a	 regulatory	
role, the offices do not have 
clear	 records	 of	 success	 stor�es	
�n	 fac�l�tat�ng	 and	 spearhead�ng	
technology	 development	 and	
transfer.	 th�s	 �s	 notw�thstand�ng	
the	wealth	of	patent	�nformat�on	
they	 have	 �nclud�ng	 exp�red	
patents	and	ut�l�ty	models.	

It	 was	 po�nted	 out	 that	 there	
are	 enormous	 opportun�t�es	 at	
the	 moment,	 wh�ch	 should	 be	
se�zed	 �n	 the	 transformat�on	
of	 �ntellectual	 property	 r�ghts	
offices to development agencies. 
In	 part�cular,	 �t	 was	 emphas�zed	

box 3: Challenges of Transforming IP 
Offices to Development Agencies

	Cross	cutt�ng	nature	of	Ipr	to	d�fferent	
sectors, ministries and other offices;

	Low	 levels	 of	 Ipr	 awareness	 among	
sc�ent�sts,	 pol�cy	 makers	 and	 the	
general	publ�c;

	Inadequate political and financial 
support	to	Ipr	�ssues	and	act�v�t�es	�n	
the	reg�on;

	Lack	 of	 clear	 and	 coherent	 pol�cy	
framework liking IPR offices’ mandates 
to	nat�onal	and	reg�onal	development	
object�ves;

	Interference and influence from 
outs�de;	and

	Linking  R & D institutions to IP offices 
to	�ndustr�es	and	the	general	publ�c.
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that	 the	 ongo�ng	 Ipr	 pol�cy	 and	
legal	 reform	 processes	 �n	 the	
three	 countr�es	 present	 rare	
opportun�t�es	for	transform�ng	the	
role of these offices. In Tanzania, 
�t	was	po�nted	out	that	the	M�n�stry	
for	Industry,	trade	and	Market�ng	
�s	 �n	 the	 process	 of	 develop�ng	
a	 Nat�onal	 Intellectual	 property	
r�ghts	 pol�cy.	 In	 Uganda,	 �t	 was	
also	 observed	 that	 government	
was	�n	advanced	stages	of	start�ng	
on	the	development	of	a	Nat�onal	
Intellectual	 property	 r�ghts	
Strategy	and	that	�ts	ent�re	legal	
reg�me	 on	 Intellectual	 property	
(Ip)	was	undergo�ng	rev�ew.

At	the	reg�onal	 level,	 �t	was	also	
po�nted	out	that	the	com�ng	�nto	
force	of	the	treaty	establ�sh�ng	the	
eAC	and	�ts	prov�s�ons	on	sc�ence	
and	 technology	 and	 �ntellectual	
property	 r�ghts	 present	 another	
b�g	opportun�ty	for	the	countr�es	
�n	the	reg�on	to	reth�nk	the	role	of	
IP offices in the regional context 
and	 development.	 the	 New	
econom�c	partnersh�p	for	Afr�ca’s	
Development	 	 (NepAD)	 and	 �ts	
pol�cy	and	pol�t�cal	organs	as	well	
as	emerg�ng	knowledge	networks	
such	as	�n	the	areas	of	b�osc�ences	
were	 creat�ng	 new	 opportun�t�es	
for	reform	and	act�on.

6.4 Mobilizing Science Advice 
for Public Policy Making 
in the Context of Regional 
Integration

presentat�ons	 on	 th�s	 subject	
were	 made	 by	 prof.	 patr�c�a	
Kamer�-Mbote,	 Dr.	 John	 Mugabe	
and	 Mr.	 Sylvance	 Sange.	 these	
presentat�ons	 were	 des�gned	 to	
�nform	part�c�pants	about	the	eAC	
treaty	prov�s�ons	on	S	&	t	and	Ipr	
and	 tr�gger	 debate	 and	 d�alogue	
on	 how	 they	 can	 be	 effect�vely	
operat�onal�zed.

Wh�le	 recogn�z�ng	 the	 scope	
of	 coverage	 of	 sc�ence	 and	
technology	 �nnovat�on	 prov�s�ons	

box 4: Article 103 (1) of the Treaty 
Establishing the East Africa Community
recogn�z�ng	 the	 fundamental	 �mportance	
of	 sc�ence	 and	 technology	 �n	 econom�c	
development,	the	partner	States	undertake	to	
promote	co-operat�on	�n	the	development	of	S	
&	t	w�th�n	the	Commun�ty	through:
a)	 Jo�nt	 establ�shment	 and	 support	 of	 S&	

t	 research	 and	 �nst�tut�ons	 �n	 var�ous	
d�sc�pl�nes;

b)	 Creat�on	 of	 conduc�ve	 env�ronment	 for	
S&t;

c)	encouragement	of	the	use	and	development	
of �nd�genous	sc�ence	and	technolog�es

d) Mobilization of technical and financial 
support	for	S&t;

e) Exchange of scientific information, personnel 
and	 the	 promot�on	 and	 publ�cat�on	 of	
research and scientific findings;

f)	Collaborat�on	�n	the	tra�n�ng	of	personnel;	
g)	promot�on,	development	and	appl�cat�on	of	

Informat�on	technology	(It)	and	other	new	
technolog�es;

h)	establ�shment	of	common	eth�cal	gu�del�nes	
for	research;	and

�)	 harmon�zat�on	 of	 pol�c�es	 on	
commerc�al�zat�on	 of	 technolog�es	 and	
promot�on	 and	 protect�on	 of	 �ntellectual	
property	r�ghts.



THE EAST AFRICA CONFERENCE ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS AND DEVELOPMENT

11

of	the	eAC	treaty,	the	Conference	
noted	 that	 the	 treaty	 lacks	
clear	 and	 coherent	 means	 and	
mechan�sms	 for	 �mplement�ng	
these	 prov�s�ons.	 Indeed,	 �t	
was	 	 emphas�zed	 that	 s�nce	 the	
Treaty was first established, this 
Conference was the first forum 
to discuss in specific terms what 
needs	to	be	done	to	take	advantage	
of	the	sp�r�t	and	prov�s�ons	of	the	
treaty	 to	 ensure	 cooperat�on	 �n	
the	 area	 of	 sc�ence	 technology	
�nnovat�on.	 Consequently,	 th�s	
platform,	�nformal	as	�t	was,	could	
be	 ma�nta�ned	 as	 a	 framework	
for	 st�mulat�ng	 a	 more	 structured	
d�alogue	on	the	�nterface	between	
Ipr	and	S	&	t	�n	the	context	of	the	
treaty	establ�sh�ng	the	eAC.

the	Conference	further	observed	�n	
th�s	regard	that,	w�th	the	except�on	
of	the	NepAD	�ntervent�on	of	sett�ng	
up	 a	 Sc�ence	 and	 technology	
Desk	 at	 the	 eAC	 secretar�at,	
there	 was	 hardly	 any	 ev�dence	
of	 �mplementat�on	 of	 the	 treaty	
prov�s�ons	on	�ntellectual	property	
r�ghts	and	sc�ence	and	technology.	
Organ�zat�ons	 l�ke	ACODe	 and	 the	
nat�onal	 agenc�es	 respons�ble	 for	
Ipr	 and	 Sc�ence	 and	 technology	
were	 therefore	 called	 upon	 to	
�mmed�ately	start	engag�ng	the	eAC	
on	the	strateg�es	and	mechan�sms	
for	 the	 effect�ve	 �mplementat�on	
of	 the	 treaty	 prov�s�ons	 on	 S	 &	 t	
and	Ipr.

Dr.	 John	 Mugabe	 part�cularly	
re�terated	 the	 need	 to	 mob�l�ze	
sc�ence	 adv�ce	 for	 publ�c	 pol�cy	
mak�ng.	 publ�c	 pol�cy	 mak�ng	 on	

�ssues	 of	 sc�ence,	 technology	 and	
�nnovat�on	should	be	�nformed	and	
influenced by scientific research 
and	 analys�s.	 Sc�ence	 adv�ce	
�n	 pol�cy	 mak�ng	 would	 help	 �n	
making right decisions for scientific 
and	 technolog�cal	 research	 and	
development	and	would	reduce	on	
the	costs	of	pol�cy	development	and	
�mplementat�on.	 It	 would	 only	 be	
then	that	east	Afr�can	countr�es	�n	
part�cular	and	the	Afr�ca	Cont�nent	
�n	 general	 could	make	 substant�al	
progress	 �n	 the	 area	 of	 sc�ence,	
�ndustr�al	 and	 technolog�cal	
�nnovat�ons	and	development.	

Nevertheless,	 the	 Conference	
recogn�zed	the	challenges	�nvolved	
�n	 mob�l�z�ng	 sc�ence	 adv�ce	
on	 the	 cont�nent	 ow�ng	 to	 the	
absence	 of	 strong	 �nst�tut�ons	
ded�cated	 to	 pol�cy	 research	 and	
analys�s,	 the	 pol�t�cs	 of	 pol�cy	
mak�ng	 at	 the	 nat�onal	 level,	 the	
�nherent	trad�t�on	of	many	Afr�can	
governments	 and	 government	
agenc�es	 not	 proact�vely	 seek�ng	
sc�ence	adv�ce.

box 5: Challenges of Operationalizing 
the EAC Treaty Provisions on S & T

	D�fferent	 levels	 of	 	 S	 &	 t	
development;

	D�fferent	 levels	 of	 development	 of	
Ipr	protect�on;

	L�m�ted	 technolog�cal	 and	 research	
Capac�ty;

	the	 breadth	 of	 S	 &	 t	 wh�ch	 spurs	
d�fferent	sectors	and	m�n�str�es;	and

	L�m�ted	leverage	due	to	�nternat�onal	
obl�gat�ons.
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7. PRIORITY ACTIONS TO 
MObILIzE  IPR AGENCIES 
IN THE NATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS

Although	the	Conference	was	not	
des�gned	 to	 generate	 any	 legally	
b�nd�ng	 resolut�ons,	 a	 number	 of	
consensus	�ssues	emerged	and	the	
Conference	agreed	on	a	common	
set	of	act�ons	 for	 follow	up.	the	
follow�ng	 were	 the	 consensus	
�ssues	 that	 emerged	 from	 the	
Conference.

f�rst,	east	Afr�can	countr�es	need	
to	reconstruct	the�r	NSI	espec�ally	
�f	 they	 are	 to	 take	 advantage	 of	
Ipr	 and	 use	 Ipr	 protect�on	 as	 a	
pol�cy	 �nstrument	 for	 nat�onal	
soc�o-econom�c	and	technolog�cal	
development.	Wh�le	some	level	of	
�nnovat�on	was	tak�ng	place	w�th�n	
the	reg�on,	th�s	was	happen�ng	�n	
sp�te	 of	 and	 not	 because	 of	 the	
ex�stence	of	a	fully	�ntegrated	NSI.	
the	eAC	therefore	needs	to	se�ze	
the initiative and begin to define a 
set	of	standards	for	an	�ntegrated	
rSI	 �nclud�ng	 the	 construct�on	
of	 knowledge	 networks	 properly	
configured to produce and catalyze 
the utilization of scientific 
knowledge.

Agreed Action: Initiate a regional 
level process to clearly define the 
actors that are ordinarily part of 
a regional or national system of 
innovation and the various roles 
that these actors play. This process 
should consider current and future 
actors including public and private 
research organizations, IPR offices, 
investment authorities, technology 
transfer offices and small and 
medium size industries among 
others. This will be important for 
structuring a system that facilitates 
institutional interface and decision 
making and making it easier to 
develop the science and technology 
enterprise ranging from research 
and development to product 
development and placing products 
on the market.

Secondly,	 although	 there	 were	
‘exc�t�ng’	statements	on	the	need	
to	 deepen	 reg�onal	 �ntegrat�on,	
ev�dence	 based	 on	 cooperat�on	
in specific areas such as science 
and	 technology	 clearly	 shows	
halfhearted	 moves	 towards	
reg�onal�sm.	 It	 �s	 clear	 that	
countr�es	 st�ll	 lack	 the	necessary	
flexibility to surrender important 
forms	of	nat�onal	sovere�gnty	and	
dec�s�on	 mak�ng	 author�ty	 to	 a	
reg�onal	structure.	Yet,	deepen�ng	
cooperat�on	 �n	 techn�cal	 areas	
such	 as	 sc�ence,	 technology,	
�nnovat�on	 and	 Ipr	 arch�tecture	
could	 eas�ly	 accelerate	 the	
pol�t�cal	�ntegrat�on	process.
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Thirdly, the difficulty of translating 
the	 sc�ence,	 technology	 and	
Ipr	 prov�s�ons	 of	 the	 treaty	
establ�sh�ng	the	eAC	was	�nherent	
�n	the	structure	and	organ�zat�on	
of	 governments	 of	 the	 eAC	
member	 States.	 At	 the	 nat�onal	
level,	 sc�ence,	 technology	 and	
Ipr	 mandates	 were	 vested	 �n	 a	
w�de	range	of	m�n�str�es	�nclud�ng	
those	 deal�ng	 w�th	 reg�onal	
coord�nat�on,	 trade	and	 �ndustry,	
finance and planning, science and 
technology,	educat�on	or	 just�ce.	
th�s	 nat�onal	 level	 �nst�tut�onal	
landscape	 �s	 clearly	 �ncons�stent	
w�th	the	�nst�tut�onal	arch�tecture	
at the EAC level. A reconfiguration 
of	 that	 arch�tecture	 �s	 therefore	
a	 cond�t�on	 precedent	 to	 robust	
reforms	and	act�ons	at	the	nat�onal	
level.

Agreed Action: National IPR 
agencies and other relevant 
government agencies should develop 
a partnership with ACODE to build 
a political constituency that can 
be engaged to ensure appropriate 
decisions are made to have a properly 
structured RSI in place. This should 
include mobilizing the Ministers for 
East African Cooperation, engaging 
the relevant committees of the 
East African Legislative Assembly 
and initiating an inter-ministerial 
dialogue on IPR, science and 
technology innovation.

fourthly,	the	eAC	Secretar�at	was	
not	 show�ng	 or	 demonstrat�ng	
sufficient enthusiasm on 

address�ng	 Ipr	 �ssues	 as	 part	
of	 the	 Commun�ty’s	 sc�ence	
and	 technology	 �nnovat�on	
agenda.	 Indeed,	 the	 absence	 of	
a	 representat�ve	 from	 the	 eAC	
Secretar�at	 was	 consp�cuous	 and	
the	 organ�zers	 expla�ned	 that	
although	efforts	had	been	made	to	
get	the	secretar�at	to	part�c�pate	
�n	 the	 Conference,	 schedul�ng	
problems	 d�ctated	 aga�nst	 the	
part�c�pat�on	 of	 the	 secretar�at.	
the	 Conference	 was	 concerned,	
however,	 that	 prev�ous	 attempts	
to	 support	 the	 employment	 of	
an officer responsible for IPR had 
not	 mater�al�zed	 after	 almost	 18	
months.

Agreed Action: ACODE is requested to 
explore the possibility and logistical 
needs for maintaining the East 
Africa Regional Conference on IPR 
and Development as a platform for 
dialogue, exchange of information 
and peer review of actions that 
are made to accelerate progress. 
Channels of communication and 
advocacy among the various players 
and the Secretariat should also be 
strengthened and supported. 	

f�nally,	 there	 was	 general	
consensus	 that	 there	 st�ll	 ex�sts	
cr�t�cal	knowledge	gaps	that	need	
to be filled in order to stimulate 
act�on	at	the	pol�cy	and	operat�onal	
level.	 Currently,	 the	 debate	 on	
Ipr	 and	 sc�ence	 and	 technology	
�nnovat�on	 �s	based	on	anecdotal	
ev�dence.	 th�s	 s�tuat�on	 needs	
to	change	�f	pol�t�cal	players	and	
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pol�cy	makers	are	to	be	mob�l�zed	
to	 spear	 head	 rad�cal	 strateg�c	
pol�cy	change.	

Agreed Action: The conveners of 
the Conference should take the 
lead in developing and ensuring the 
implementation of a coherent and 
consistent action-based research and 
advocacy agenda aimed and bridging 
the existing knowledge gaps. The 
following elements constitute 
the immediate regional research 
priorities: 
	generat�ng	and	synthes�z�ng	

data	 on	 the	 relat�onsh�p	
between	 strong	 Ipr	
protect�on	and	the	ab�l�ty	of	
countr�es	to	attract	fore�gn	
d�rect	�nvestments;

	the	 current	 status,	
constra�nts	and	what	needs	
to	be	done	to	operat�onal�ze	
the	 relevant	 Ipr,	 S	 &	 t	
prov�s�ons	 of	 the	 treaty	
establ�sh�ng	the	east	Afr�can	
Commun�ty;

	the	 current	 status	 and	
trends	 �n	 appl�cat�ons	
for	 Ipr	 protect�on	 by	
east	 Afr�can	 nat�onals	
�nclud�ng	Small	and	Med�um	
enterpr�ses(SMes);

	A	 comprehens�ve	 reg�onal	
Ipr	 aud�t	 analyz�ng	 the	
current	 pol�cy,	 legal	 and	
�nst�tut�onal	 frameworks	
for	 Ipr	 protect�on	

and	 the	 constra�nts	
and	 opportun�t�es	 for	
reg�onal�sm.

8. CLOSING REMARkS
The Conference was officially 
closed	by	honorable	fred	Jachan	
Omach,	 Member	 of	 parl�ament	
and	 M�n�ster	 of	 State	 for	
f�nance,	 plann�ng	 and	 econom�c	
Development	 (general	 Dut�es)	
on	behalf	of	Uganda’s	M�n�ster	of	
f�nance,	 plann�ng	 and	 econom�c	
Development.

the	 M�n�ster	 thanked	 the	
Organ�zers	of	the	Conference	for	
hav�ng	 convened	 th�s	 meet�ng	
on	 one	 of	 the	 core	 areas	 and	
strateg�es	for	nat�onal	and	reg�onal	
development.	 he	 emphas�zed	
the	 role	 of	 �ntellectual	 property	
r�ghts	 �n	 reg�onal	 development	
and	argued	that	strong	Ipr	pol�cy	
and	legal	reg�mes	can	only	make	
sense	 to	 reg�onal	 development	
�f	 the	 three	 countr�es	 �nvest	
�n	 and	 develop	 strong	 sc�ence	
and	 technolog�cal	 �nnovat�on	
base.	he	further	noted	that,	 the	
development of a strong scientific, 
�nnovat�on	capac�ty	and	protect�on	
of	 technolog�cal	 �nnovat�ons	
through	 Ipr	 were	 fundamental	
�mperat�ves	 �n	 ach�ev�ng	 the	
reg�onal	 development	 object�ve	
of	�ndustr�al�zat�on.

M�n�ster	 Omach	 �nformed	 the	
part�c�pants	that	the	government	
of	Uganda	was	comm�tted	to	the	
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accelerated	development	of	sc�ence	and	technology	and	has	pr�or�t�zed	
sc�ence	 and	 technology	 research	 and	 development	 �n	 the	 2006/07	
nat�onal	budget.	he	therefore	called	upon	all	the	three	countr�es	�n	
the	reg�on	and	the	relevant	organs	of	eAC	and	the	Afr�ca	Un�on	(AU)	to	
place	�ssues	of	Ipr	and	sc�ence	and	technology	�nnovat�on	h�gh	on	the�r	
pol�t�cal	and	pol�cy	agenda.	

the	M�n�ster	ended	h�s	speech	by	commend�ng	the	organ�zers	of	the	
Conference,	 �n	 part�cular	 ACODe	 for	 prov�d�ng	 a	 platform	 for	 th�s	
�mportant	d�alogue	on	harness�ng	the	power	of	Ipr	�n	enhanc�ng	sc�ence	
and	technolog�cal	�nnovat�on	�n	the	east	Afr�ca	Sub-reg�on.		

From Left to Right: Kyomuhendo Bisereko -Ag. Registrar General, URSB, Minister Fred Omach and Godber 
Tumushabe - Executive Director- ACODE at the closing ceremony. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________
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ANNEx I PROGRAMME FOR THE CONFERENCE

    TUESDAY 27 JUNE, 2006

12:00	pM-	5:00	pM	 Arr�val	of	part�c�pants

                          wEDNESDAY 28 JUNE, 2006

8:30	AM	-	9:00	AM	 reg�strat�on	of	part�c�pants

9.00	AM	-	9:	30	AM	 Welcome	remarks	by		Mr. kyomuhendo bisereko, Ag. 
Registrar General, Uganda Registration Services bureau, 
Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs, and	Self	
Introduct�ons	by	Conference	part�c�pants.

9:30	AM	-	9:50AM	 Overv�ew	of	the	Conference	Agenda,	Object�ves	and	
expected	Outcomes	-	Godber Tumushabe, Executive 
Director – Advocates Coalition for Development and 
Environment (ACODE)

9:50 AM -10:20AM Official Opening of the Conference by the Minister of 
Just�ce	and	Const�tut�onal	Affa�rs	of	the	government	of	
Uganda	–Hon Prof. khiddu Makubuya

 

10:20AM	-10:50AM	 Operat�onal�z�ng	 the	 Concept	 of	 Nat�onal	 System	 of	
Innovation in East Africa: Reconfiguring the Role of National 
Ipr	Inst�tut�ons	and	the	Opportun�t�es	presented	by	NepAD	
-	Dr. John Mugabe, Science and Technology Forum, New 
Economic Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) 

10:50AM	-11:	20AM	 plenary	D�scuss�ons

11:20AM	-11:	50AM	 TEA bREAk

11:50	-12:	20pM	 Mak�ng	 Ipr	 relevant	 to	 Afr�can	 Countr�es:	 pr�or�t�es	 for	
Action and the Role of IPR Offices in Setting the Agenda 
for	Change	-	Godber Tumushabe, Advocates Coalition for 
Development and Environment

12:20pM-1:00pM	 plenary	D�scuss�ons

1:00PM-2:00PM LUNCH bREAk

2:00pM-2:30pM	 Challenges	 of	 Operat�onal�z�ng	 the	 prov�s�ons	 of	 the	 east	
African Community Treaty on Scientific and Technological 
Innovat�on:	A	pract�t�oner’s	perspect�ve

																																												 Prof. Patricia Kameri-Mbote, Professor of Law, 
University of Nairobi
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2:30pM-3:00pM	 plenary	D�scuss�ons

3:00pM	-5:30pM	 excurs�on	tour	and	s�te	see�ng

7:	30pM-9:00pM																					 Cockta�l	hosted	by	the	execut�ve	D�rector,	ACODe

Thursday 29th June, 2006

8:45AM-9:00AM	 Summary	 of	 emerg�ng	 Strateg�c,	 pol�cy	 and	 Operat�onal	
Issues	from	Day	1	-	Ronald Naluwairo, Research Fellow and 
Head of the IPR and Biotechnology Policy Programme, 
Advocates Coalition for Development and Environment

9:00AM – 10:00AM Changing the mandates of IPR Offices from IPR Regulatory 
Agenc�es	to	Development	Agents:	Shar�ng	Success	Stor�es,	
Challenges	and	Opportun�t�es	for	reform.

Prof. Otieno Odek, Managing Director, kenya Industrial 
Property
Institute
Mr. Esteriano, Tanzania bureau of Registration and 
Licensing Agency
Mr. kyomuhendo bisereko, Ag. Registrar General, Uganda 
Registration Services bureau (Formally Registra General’s 
Office)

10:00AM-10:30AM											 plenary	D�scuss�ons	

10:30AM-11:00AM COFFEE bREAk

11:00AM-11:45AM	 establ�sh�ng	 Nat�onal	 Mechan�sms	 for	 Inter-Agency	
Cooperat�on	 �n	 Sc�ence	 and	 technology	 Innovat�on:	 the	
Concept	of	Nat�onal	Sc�ence	and	technology	platforms.

	 Dr. John Mugabe, NEPAD 
 Dr. Esteriano, bRELLA

11:45AM-12:00pM	 plenary	D�scuss�ons

12:00pM-12:30pM	 pr�or�ty	 reg�onal	 Act�ons	 for	 Scal�ng	 up	 the	 role	 of	 Ipr	
Offices in Stimulating Scientific Innovation and Technology 
transfer

Prof. Otieno Odek, kIPI
Representative of the EAC Secretariat

12:30pM-1:00pM	 plenary	D�scuss�on
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1:00PM – 1:30 PM Official Closing of the Conference - Dr. Ezra Suruma, Minister 
of Finance and Economic Development, Government of 
Uganda 

	
1:30PM-2:00PM LUNCH AND DEPARTURE
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